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Master's Theme 

Fellowship and Family 

February 16th Stated Program: Interview and Resume Workshop by Mitch Halaby 

  
Mitch Halaby is a Senior Recruiter & Career Coach with Parker + Lynch. He has over 17 years of recruiting and 

placement experience. Mitch is known as an inspiring, empowering, trusted career advisor providing world class 

career guidance and revolutionary job search strategies. He has a successful track record of making a difference in 

the lives accounting and financial professionals in Metro DC for over 17 years. Mitch is a recognized employment 

expert; appearing on FOX, ABC News, National Public Radio and quoted in the Washington Post. 

 

Upcoming Lodge Events: 

Note: Mondays will be reserved for Ritual Work and Degree preparation 

January 23rd District Ritual School – Scottish Rite Bldg 

January 30th – Planned EA Degree (Contact Dick Wright for details) 

February 5th AJ 120 Super Bowl Party, Clifton VA 

February 6th Planning Meeting 6:30pm-7:30pm Arlington Cinema Draft House. Movie starts at 7:30pm 

February 16th Stated Communication 7pm 

Lodge Program: Interview and Resume workshop (Professional Recruiter). 

March 1st: Planning Meeting 7-7:45pm. 

Social Activity 8-9pm. TBD, Ladies/Family are welcome to the social event. 

March 15th:  Stated Communication 7pm 

 



Reflections from the East 

 

Greetings Brethren, 

 

I want to thank everyone that came out this past Stated Communication. We enjoyed a nice meal prepared by John 

Aakesson, PM with plenty of fellowship. In order to save more funds for charity this year, I am proposing the fol-

lowing this year that any Brother willing to cook a meal for the Lodge, the Lodge will donate $100 to the charity of 

his choice (as long as it meets IRS charitable organization guidelines and is not a political organization of any kind). 

Food costs will be reimbursed at 100%.. This will assist us in reducing overall meal costs while donating to worthy 

charities and I have always enjoyed meals prepared by Brethren the most. John Aakesson selected Eastern Star as 

the charity he wanted to support with this donation. 

 

The presentation that was provided at the Stated was a research project by WM Adam Duncan in regards to an  in-

depth perspective of George Washington as a person and his last will and testament. This research project also 

evaluated how the testament incorporated certain Masonic Values. 

 

A short story was provided of a touching incident of a Masonic funeral during WWII. During the meeting we 

opened the Lodge of Sorrow and held a Memorial service for those Brethren that we had lost in 2011. We welcomed 

a brother visiting from St. Louis, Ohio. 

 

At the end of the meeting we held a door prize in which the winner was allowed to pick his choice between several 

Masonic educational books. This month‟s winner was Jace McFerran. 

 

 

DDGM Nomination for 2014: 

 

District 1A is operating on a rotational system which operates that each lodge in District 1A every four years has the 

first nomination for a DDGM candidate to be concurred with the other lodges and submitted to the Grand Master for 

final approval. The importance of this announcement is that in 2014 it is our (Andrew Jackson‟s) turn to vote for a 

DDGM nominee. We will vote on our nominee/

alternate at the February Stated Communication on 

Feb 19th. 

 

Upcoming Events: 

 

Super Bowl Party: 

 

We will hold a party for the Brethren and their fami-

lies in Clifton, VA. 

Please RSVP at adamcduncan@yahoo.com  or call 

703-201-1256 so we can get an estimate of how 

many people plan to stop by for this event so we can 

buy enough snacks and pizza and soft drinks for eve-

ryone. 

The event will be held at a private home so it is 

BYOB for any other type of beverages you would 

like to bring and consume during this event. 

 

Degree Work: 

 

January 30th EA Degree 

February 2nd (Thursday) as a tentative date for the 

EA Degree in case of inclement weather. 

 

Planning Meeting: 

 

I plan to use February 6th (Monday) for our next 

Planning meeting. To combine this meeting with a 

social event. It will be held at Arlington Cinema 

Draft House.  Monday Movie night is $1. Food and 

beverages can be ordered at this place. I would like 

to meet around 6:00-6:30pm. I will send out an email 

on the list server to determine the exact time after 

calling a few days in advance to find out when they 

open the doors on Monday (seems to vary). Everyone 

is welcome including family and significant others. 

We should be able to have a quick meet 

 

 

Lodge Officers 

Worshipful 

Master                     Adam Christopher Duncan 

                   adamcduncan@yahoo.com 

 Senior Warden                    James M. "Mike" Lynch 

                    Mike.Lynch@hq.dodea.edu 

                  703-588-3201 

Junior Warden                    Dennis Ronald Dunston 

                                          

                   ddunston@conceptlabs.com 

                    703- 461-8724 

Treasurer                    Kent Shepard Webber, PM 

                                           

                  kwebber10@gmail.com 

                   703- 938-8141 

Secretary                    David Nathan Silver, PDDGM 

                     P.O. BOX 25645 

  

Alexandria, VA  22313-5645                     

isellre4u@gmail.com       

540-476-3268      

Senior Deacon                    David W. Williams 

Junior Deacon                    Jace Lee McFarran 

Chaplain                    Richard D. Wright 

Senior Steward                    Arthur Andrew Mabbett 

Junior Steward                    Timothy Alfonso Brown 

Marshal                    Andrey Permyakov 

Tiler                    John Torsten George Aakesson, PM 

mailto:adamcduncan@yahoo.com
mailto:Mike.Lynch@hq.dodea.edu
mailto:Rioutzohn1@verizon.net


Living Past Masters 

  

Stewart Wilson Miner, PGM 1983 

James Harold Hayes, PDDGM 1985 

Paul Forrest Ritenour, Sr. 1986 

Charles Daley Vogel** 1993 

Charles Keifer Sanders 1994 

Glen Alden Cross 1997 

Mark Harold Solsman 1998 

Sheldon Barnett Richman, PDDGM 1999 

Harry Paul Shaffer, Jr. 2001 

David Christian Bernabucci 2002 

William David Mitchell 95, 96, 2004 

Pablo Alejandro Rocha 2006 

Carl "Blane" Adcock 2007 

Grant Philip Routzohn, DDGM 2008 

John Torstan George Aakesson 2009 

David Nathan Silver, PDDGM 2005, 2010 

David Benjamin Browning 
2011 

** Demitted  

HONORARY MEMBERS 

Granville C. Canard, Jr., PDDGM John M. Chambliss, Jr., PGM George H. Chapin, PGM 

Walter S. Downs, PDDGM Stewart W. Miner, PGM Clifford A. Parker, PGM 

Donald M. Robey, PGM Ronald A. Seale, SGIG-SJ Jules S. Tepper, PGM 

ing to discuss matters of importance while enjoying a social event. The address is the following and web link: 
 

Arlington Cinema Draft House, 2903 Columbia Pike, Arlington, VA (703) 486 - 2345  
http://arlingtondrafthouse.com/  
 

Membership Survey 

A membership survey was sent out to about 135 local brethren. Please take the 10 minutes or so to provide your input 

so we can gather as much input on what activities we should focus on the future and what services we can provide the 

Brethren as to become an important part of your daily lives.  We would like to receive your survey response by no 

later than January 30th  to be able to incorporate some of your suggestions and recommendations in 2012 program. 

 

Lodge Committees 

Events Committee Chairman: Worshipful Master: Adam Duncan 

Ritual Committee Chairman: Brother Richard “Dick” Wright 

Communications Committee  Chairman: RW David Silver 

Lodge Services Committee: Chairman: PM Dick Laaken 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
George Washington 1732-1799 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

George Washington (February 22, 1732 [O.S. February 11, 

1731] – December 14, 1799) was the first President of the 

United States of America, serving from 1789 to 1797, and 

dominant military and political leader of the United States 

from 1775 to 1799. He led the American victory over 

Great Britain in the American Revolutionary War as com-

mander-in-chief of the Continental Army from 1775 to 

1783, and presided over the writing of the Constitution in 

1787. Washington became the first president by unani-

mous choice, and oversaw the creation of a strong, well-

financed national government that maintained neutrality in 

the wars raging in Europe, suppressed rebellion and won 

acceptance among Americans of all types. His leadership 

style established many forms and rituals of government 

that have been used since, such as using a cabinet system 

and delivering an inaugural address. Washington is uni-

versally regarded as the "Father of his country". 
 

 

 



Washington was born into the provincial gentry of a wealthy, well-connected Colonial Virginia family 

who owned tobacco plantations and slaves. After both his father and older brother died young, Wash-

ington became personally and professionally attached to the powerful William Fairfax, who promoted 

his career as a surveyor and soldier. Washington quickly became a senior officer in the colonial forces 

during the first stages of the French and Indian War. Chosen by the Second Continental Congress in 

1775 to be commander-in-chief of the Continental Army in the American Revolution, Washington 

managed to force the British out of Boston in 1776, but was defeated and almost captured later that 

year when he lost New York City. After crossing the Delaware River in the dead of winter, he defeated 

the British in two battles, retook New Jersey and restored momentum to the Patriot cause. Because of 

his strategy, Revolutionary forces captured two major British armies at Saratoga in 1777 and Yorktown 

in 1781. Historians laud Washington for his selection and supervision of his generals, encouragement 

of morale and ability to hold together the arm, coordination with the state governors and state militia 

units, relations with Congress and attention to supplies, logistics, and training. In battle, however, 

Washington was repeatedly outmaneuvered by British generals with larger armies. After victory had 

been finalized in 1783, Washington resigned rather than seize power, proving his opposition to dicta-

torship and his commitment to American republicanism. He retired from the presidency in 1797 and 

returned to his home, Mount Vernon, and his domestic life where he managed a variety of enterprises. 

He freed all his slaves by his final 1799 will. 

Dissatisfied with the weaknesses of Articles of Confedera-

tion, in 1787 Washington presided over the Constitutional 

Convention that drafted the United States Constitution. 

Elected as the first President of the United States in 1789, 

he attempted to bring rival factions together to unify the 

nation. He supported Alexander Hamilton's programs to 

pay off all state and national debt, to implement an effec-

tive tax system and to create a national bank (despite op-

position from Thomas Jefferson). Washington proclaimed 

the U.S. neutral in the wars raging in Europe after 1793. 

He avoided war with Great Britain and guaranteed a dec-

ade of peace and profitable trade by securing the Jay 

Treaty in 1795. 
 

 

 

Thomas Jefferson remembered Washington fourteen 

years after his death, in a letter of January 2, 1814, 

to Dr. Walter Jones.[15]  
 

". . . I think I knew General Washington intimately and thoroughly; and were I called on to deline-

ate his character, it should be in terms like these.  

 

"His mind was great and powerful, without being of the very first order; his penetration strong, 

though, not so acute as that of a Newton, Bacon, or Locke; and as far as he saw, no judgment was 

ever sounder. It was slow in operation, being little aided by invention or imagination, but sure in 

conclusion. Hence the common remark of his officers, of the advantage he derived from councils of 

war, where hearing all suggestions, he selected whatever was best; and certainly no General ever 

planned his battles more judiciously. But if deranged during the course of the action, if any member 

of his plan was dislocated by sudden circumstance, he was slow in re-adjustment. The consequence 

was, that he often failed in the field, and rarely against an enemy in station, as at Boston and York. 

He was incapable of fear, meeting personal dangers with the calmest unconcern. Perhaps the 

strongest feature in his character was prudence, never acting until every circumstance, every con-

sideration, was maturely weighed; refraining if he saw a doubt, but, when once decided, going 

through with his purpose, whatever obstacles opposed. His integrity was most pure, his justice the 

most inflexible I have ever known, no motives of interest or consanguinity, of friendship or hatred,  



being able to bias his decision. He was, indeed, in every sense of the words, a wise, a good, and a 

great man. His temper was naturally high toned; but reflection and resolution had obtained a firm 

and habitual ascendancy over it. If ever, however, it broke its bonds, he was most tremendous in 

his wrath. In his expenses he was honorable, but exact; liberal in contributions to whatever prom-

ised utility; but frowning and unyielding on all visionary projects and all unworthy calls on his 

charity. His heart was not warm in its affections; but he exactly calculated every man‟s value, and 

gave him a solid esteem proportioned to it. His person, you know, was fine, his stature exactly 

what one would wish, his deportment easy, erect and noble; the best horseman of his age, and the 

most graceful figure that could be seen on horseback. . . .  

 

"On the whole, his character was, in its mass, perfect, in nothing bad, in few points indifferent; and 

it may truly be said, that never did nature and fortune combine more perfectly to make a man 

great, and to place him in the same constellation with whatever worthies have merited from man 

an everlasting remembrance. For his was the singular destiny and merit, of leading the armies of 

his country successfully through an arduous war, for the establishment of its independence; of con-

ducting its councils through the birth of a government, new in its forms and principles, until it had 

settled down into a quiet and orderly train; and of scrupulously obeying the laws through the 

whole of his career, civil and military, of which the history of the world furnishes no other exam-

ple. . . .  

 

"These are my opinions of General Washington, which I would vouch at the judgment seat of God, 

having been formed on an acquaintance of thirty years. . . .  

 

"I felt on his death, with my countrymen, that „verily a great man hath fallen this day in Israel.‟" 

 

[15] Thomas Jefferson, Writings, ed. Merrill Peterson (New York: The Library of America, 

1984), 1318-1321. 
 

 

August 22, 1790 
Washington wrote a letter to King David's Lodge No. 
1 in Newport, Rhode Island, in     response to a letter 
from that lodge welcoming him to Newport. Washing-
ton included the following language in that letter: 
"... Being persuaded that a just application of the 
principles, on which the Masonic       Fraternity is 
founded, must be promotive of private virtue and 
public prosperity, I shall always be happy to        ad-
vance the interests of the Society, and to be    con-
sidered by them as a    deserving brother...." 
His funeral was conducted on December 18, 1799, at 
Mount Vernon, with full Masonicrites. 
 


